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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the 
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. The town has a 
long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for 
the time being to the hands of our generation. 	It should be 
our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and 
visits. 	It produces a Bulletin of its news and of articles of 
local interest three times a year. 	In 1969  it produced a Re- 
port on the High Street Conservation Area which was well re- 
ceived as the basis for future policy. 	It is also very active 
in making representations to the local authorities on planning 
matters. 	With the re-organisation of local government its im- 
portance as a watchdog has increased. 	It has held four exhib- 
itions and published a booklet of reminiscences and two sets of 
postcards reproducing old views of the town. 	It is now en- 
gaged in preparing a Town Museum, in conjunction with the Town 
Council. 

The Society is registered as a charity. 	It is registered 
with the Civic Trust, a member of the Sussex Federation of 
Amenity Societies and affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological 
Society. 	A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which 
it can be seen to represent public opinion; the larger its 
membership the greater its influence. 	The subscription is 75 
new pence a year (additional members in the same famil) 25), to 
be renewed on 1 January every year, except by those joining at 
or after the previous A.G.M. 	Subscriptions should be sent to 
the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. 

PRESIDENT 	G.JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

(also Editor of publications) 
publicity officer) 
(also Membership secretary) 

Chairman M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. 
Vice-Chairman C.W.GOOLDEN (also 
Treasurer A.C.COMBER, 	A.I.B. 
Secretary Mrs L.N,FRANCIS 

P.A,CAPSTICK; B.W.DIVALL; Mrs K.INGWERSEN; D.G.JOYCE, 
F.R.I,B.A.; S.F.KNOWLES, B.A.; Cr R.E,S.MILLER; Cr Mrs T. 
VALLANCE; Miss R.M.WILLATTS, M.A. (Meetings Secretary); P.D. 
WOOD, F.R.I.C,S, 

CORRESPONDENCE 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appro-
priate officer of the Society, c/o Barclays Bank, High Street, 
East Grinstead. 	Applications for membership, subscriptions 
and notices of change of address should be addressed to the 
Treasurer, matter for the Bulletin to Mr M.J.Leppard (from whom 
also the Society's publications may be obtained), all other 
correspondence to the Secretary. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Unless otherwise indicated, copyright in all articles in 
this Bulletin belongs to the Society, whose permission should 
be sought before any of it is reproduced. 	Unsigned contribut- 
ions are the work of the Editor and officers. 	Opinions in 
signed articles are not necessarily those of anyone but their 
authors. 

Text copyright 	The East Grinstead Society, 1976 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	No.19 May 1976 

EDITORIAL 

Our eighth anniversary finds the Society even more active 
and healthy than ever and in a good position to make its work 
better known and to increase its usefulness to the town with 
its fifth annual exhibition in July. 	The Bulletin continues 
in its traditional form but still not adequately reflecting the 
whole range of the Society's public concerns and members' own 
ideas. 	Nor can it, until more members send in more contribut- 
ions 

MEETINGS 

PLACE NAMES OF KENT, the joint meeting at Edenbridge with our 
sister societies of that place and of Lingfield on 5 February, 
unfortunately attracted only a few of our members. 

THE OLD BUILDINGS OF TANDRIDGE DISTRICT, however, Mr P.J.Gray's 
talk on 3 March, was particularly well attended and received. 

ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE YEAR was interestingly reviewed on lLl 
April by Mr Arthur Percival of the Civic Trust on his second 
visit here, with some particularly valuable information on rec-
ent provision for aid to conservation schemes. 

THE COMMITTEE met on 28 January, 10 March and 21 April, 	Next 
meetings 2 June, 21 July, 8 September, 20 October, 1 December. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

Wednesday 16 June CONDUCTED TOUR by Mr R.H.Wood and Mr P.D,Wood 
of PORCH HOUSE and AMHERST HOUSE, High Street, by kind invitat-
ion of Major and Mrs B.A,Kay and Mr and Mrs D.G.Joyce. 

Wednesday 14 July (joint meeting with St Swithun's Church) Mr 
Antony Dale, F.S.A. on JAMES WYATT, its architect, at the 
Church. 

Monday 19 July COUNTY STRUCTURE PLAN, County Council's public 
meeting under our auspices. 	Official literature will be 
available in advance. 

SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

OBITUARY: 	We regret to record the deaths of our members Capt. 
D.R.F.Armstrong, who opened our 1974 exhibition, and Mr I.D. 
Margary, our founder-President and a leading contributor to our 
Reminiscences. For an appreciation of Mr Margary see p.10. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our Committee member, Cr R.E.S.Miller, on 
his election as Deputy Town Mayor for 1976-7. 

ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: In view of the inconvenience and 
loss of time caused by letters being addressed to former offic-
ers of the Society at their private addresses and then having 
to be forwarded to their successors, the Society has accepted 
gladly the Treasurer's invitation to use Barclay's Bank as the 
address for all official correspondence. 	This address will 
now appear on our publications, though of course the Society's 
officers can still be reached at their business or home address 
if necessary. 

COPYRIGHT: The Committee has decided that the Society should 
give its Bulletins the benefit of copyright protection, as from 
this issue. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 	See pp., 17 and 18. 



TOWN MUSEUM PROJECT 

The Museum Sub-Committee has been very busy redecorating 
our room at East Court ready for our exhibition in July (see 
below), led by Mr C.W.Goolden and Mr D.G.Joyce. 	Enough work 
has been done and enough furnishings acquired to permit some 
sort of regular occasional opening thereafter. 	The Society's 
exhibits and those lent by the Town Council have been listed 
and some have been treated or repaired. 	A collection of local 
pictures has been received on permanent loan from St Swithun's 
Church, part of the former museum there. 	Mr L.Gayton has of- 
fered his services as photographer and the Natural History So- 
ciety and Soroptimists have offered their co-operation. 	A 
steering committee for a body of Friends of the Museum is being 
set up. 

The changing exhibitions in the cabinet in thE entrance 
hall have attracted considerable interest, 	Early Photography 
was followed in March and April by Local Bottles and the firms 
which issued them, principally the work of Mark Berry and Ste- 
phen Pearson with loans from their collections. 	As well as 
attracting other young collectors it provided an interesting 
sidelight on local business history. 	The current exhibition, 
Local Saddlery and Leather Working, has been mounted with ad-
vice and assistance from Messrs Rice Brothers, for which we are 
very grateful. 	An article to accompany it will be found on p. 
13 of this Bulletin. 	The subject for July and August is to be 
East Court, the house and estate and its owners. 

Fuller information on the project and its future will be 
available at the Exhibition, but meanwhile the Sub-Committee is 
always glad to receive offers of help of every kind. 

EXHIBITION 76 

The theme of this year's exhibition, to be organised by Mr 
D.G.Joyce, is the Society's Museum Project and its other activ-
ities. 	It will be held in our room at East Court from Tuesday 
13 to Saturday 17 July inclusive, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., admission 
free but with a souvenir programme on sale. These dates have 
been chosen to co-incide with the Blind Babies' Fete on Wednes-
day 14, when Large numbers visit the grounds, and to permit 
visits by school parties during their term time. 

On Monday 12 there will be a special Members' Preview at 8 
p.m. in the form of a wine and cheese party in the entrance 
hail, for which tickets will soon be on sale (limited number, 
restricted to Society members and Town Councillors). 	The cost 
of the tickets will include one year's membership of the 
Friends of the Museum, of which further details will be an- 
nounced shortly. 	There will also be a small sale in a:i of 
Museum funds. 

Last year there were several complaints of inadequate pub-
licity for the exhibition, though no offers of help to do any-
thing about it. 	All members are urged to make the whole show 
as widely known as possible. 	Handbills should be available 
during June. 

Offers of help with stewarding the Exhibition should be 
made to Mrs T.Vallanee, Westering, Dunnings Road (21283),  with 
financing at to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, with mounting it, 
lending exhibits or in any other way to Mr DG.Joyce, 66 High 
Street ( 2 632 0). 

PLEASE BOOK THE DATES NOW AND CONSIDER HOW YOU CAN HELP. 



EAST GRINSTEAD BOROUGH IN THE MIDDLE AGES 	 5 

by P.D.Wood 

A good deal is now known about the topography of the town 
from the mid-16th century onwards (Sussex Archaeological Coll-
ections, vol.106 (1968), pp,49_62) but much less about the med-
iaeval period. 	When some new sources were found some years 
ago, I hoped that it would soon be possible to produce another 
learned paper, but progress has been slow. 	Here, then, is an 
interim report: perhaps somebody may be interested enough to 
join in and speed the work. 

If a Saxon charter of A.D. 765 is to be believed, there 
has been sporadic settlement of swineherds, charcoal burners 
and such forest folk in this area since the 8th century, but 
the real starting point for the investigation is Domesday Book. 
At that time, 1086, no town or village was recorded here. 	In 
Grinstead Hundred, about 25 square miles, there are listed 13 
small, poor farms, 37 families, a priest, a mill and an iron- 
works. 	Insofar as the area had a centre it seems to have been 
Brambletye: that manor had a single villein farm, 13 cott-
agers, the mill and the priest, far more elaborate equipment 
than any other holding and far more than was needed to run the 
one farm. 	Almost all the holdings are described as outliers 
of big manors in south Sussex and the general picture is that 
of an area at the beginning of its permanent settlement. 

After 1086 there are no significant records until about 
1220. 	This is unfortunate, as it must have been a period of 
spectacular growth. 	By 1220, or shortly after, there was a 
town of Grinstead, but we do not know the date of its foundat- 
ion. 	The relevant document is a transcript charter in John of 
Gaunt's register* by which Gilbert de Aquila, lord of Pevensey 
and third of that name, founded the free chapel of Maresfield 
and endowed it with, inter alia, 'de villa mea de Grenstede xxx 
St. 	Now at this time 'villa' could mean almost any kind of 
settlement, even a parish, but there are good reasons for be-
lieving that in this case it did indeed mean 'town', for in the 
first surviving accounts of the town's annual rents and expens-
es, 1280-95, there appears as an outgoing this same sum of 30s 
paid to the chaplain of Maresfield, andthe Borough (not the 
hundred or the parish) continued to pay it up to the Dissolut- 
ion. 	Latterly it was called the Town Rent. 

This charter is not dated, but it is witnessed by a throng 
of notables including 'Gilberto Barrario, tunc senescallo' 
The lists show that Gilbert was under-sheriff of Sussex 1217 -
2)4. 	None of this is conclusive evidence but it is all we have 
and we must provisionally accept that a town of Grinstead ex-
isted before 1224. How long before, we have as yet no means 
of telling. 

It seems likely for topographical reasons that the town 
was laid out de novo as a borough. 	The ground plan and the 
diversion of the London-Lewes road are plain to see on the 6" 
map of 1873  and there seems to have been little of significance 
on the site previously, except the church. 

The town is first called a borough in the Close Rolls of 
1235 where it is listed with Shoreham, Horsham and Bramber in 
an assessment to tallage (a largely burghal tax). 	In 1245 it 
is listed as a borough in the rolls of the Justices in Eyre. 
In 1274 the Hundred Rolls list it as a borough with some normal 
borough privileges but 'by what warrant' say the jurors 'we 
know not'. 	No borough charter is known, and it is highly im- 
probable that one ever existed. 

(continued over) 

*Camden Society, 3rd series, vol.20 (1911),  p.29 9  no.43 



The development of the town after foundation cannot yet be 
traced in much detail. 	The principal source is the long ser- 
ies of Ministers' Accounts for the Duchy of Lancaster in the 
Public Record Office. 	There are some 200 of these accounts, 
beginning with a short series, 1280-95 (SC6, 1022, 17-25) and 
continuing after a break with a long series from 1382  to the 
beginning of the 17th  century when the town was sold to the 
Sackville family (DL29, 14 141- 1445). 	These have been sampled but 
much less than half has yet been examined in detail: a fairly 
clear outline has emerged but it is inferential in parts and 
badly needs a cross-check from some independent source. 

It seems probable that the original foundation consisted 
of 44 or 46 strips of land called portlands, with a frontage to 
the street of 33', on which prospective residents would have 
built their own houses. 	They probably extended on the south 
side from Porch House to Old Stone House and on the north from 
Lloyds Bank to no-39. 	The wide street between the two rows 
was to be used as a market place as well as a thoroughfare and 
it is likely that market stalls were pitched and struck weekly 
in the area now occupied by Middle Row. 

In 1290  there was a sharp rise in rents, which may indi-
cate the auditor's belated recognition of additional building. 
This is not a very safe deduction but if correct probably re-
fers to the predecessors of the present cottages between no-39 
and Church Lane 

The next development is recorded in a Court Roll of 13914 
and is the erection of four shambles (butchers' stalls), the 
first permanent buildings in Middle Row. 	A number of rents, 
for this and other buildings, is added between 1394 and 14140, 
by which time Middle Row had evidently begun to assume its pre-
sent proportions (Bulletin 8, p7). 

By 11485 the Forge Cottage (Constitutional Buildings site) 
had been built and one other, possibly one of the two at 1-3 
London Road. 	By 1512  the windmill on the Common (in Windmill 
Lane) had been added and the burgage house, lately demolished, 
known as Severals at the corner of Maypole Road. 

There were more houses in the borough than are accounted 
for in this way. 	They may have been built on the quiet and 
never assessed to rent. 	Certainly the rents in the survey of 
1564 totalled 2/5d per annum more than was being collected, 
enough for about 10 cottages, and this may well be one of the 
reasons that the survey was made. 	In 1545  the townspeople 
complained officially of excessive rents: perhaps it is not 
surprising that they achieved nothing by it0 

We know almost nothing of the life of the town in this 
distant time. 	If only a series of Court Rolls could be found, 
it would enormously help our knowledge. 	But the prosperity of 
the town as an entity, as opposed to the personal prosperity of 
the inhabitants, can be approximately traced from the minist- 
ers' accounts. 	The receipts comprised rents of assize and new 
rents, mentioned above; tolls from markets and fairs, levied 
by the bailiff on the merchandise or the stalls; and perquis-
ites of courts, usually consisting of fines levied on towns-
people for minor offences. 

From 1280 to 1295 the profits of courts averaged 15/8d  per 
annum and tolls 10/-; from 1381 to 1385 about 9/- and  4/3d  re-
spectively; thereafter a steady decline to 2/2d and 2/- in 
1512 and lOd and 2/1--1  in 1545. 	The assessment to lay subsidy 
in 1332 placed the borough about 60% down the national list of 
towns and near the bottom of the Sussex towns. 	Unfortunately 
the period of the Black Death is without records. 	The excell- 

(concluded on p010) 
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NOT BY BREAD ALONE 

by R.H.Wood 

A correction to the Society's 
Reminiscences of East Grinstead, 
189319 14  referred to the shop and 
bakery of Pennif old's, said there 
(p.5) to have stood at the junction 
of London Road and Station Road, 
but actually still standing at the 
junction with St. James's Road. 
References to the Ordnance Survey 
map of 1873  seems to indicate that 
it was fitted neatly and tightly 
into a corner space arising when St 
James's Road was first constructed, 
c.1890. 
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I do not know the actual date of the building. 	Its app- 
earance suggests the turn of the century and exemplifies the 
high standard of ordinary building work of the period. 	Pro- 
portions are aptly adjusted to the site; materials and work-
manship are excellent, as witness the moulded bricks in the 
string course and below the window sills, the coved eaves and 
handsome chimney stacks. 	The dormer windows are disproport- 
ionately large but we may see the reason for this. 	A hair- 
dresser now occupies a part of the one-time living accommodat- 
ion. 	Other buildings now cover most of the little front gar- 
dens of the houses to the north. 	The bakehouse and store were 
at the rear, adjacent to St James's Road. 

It is really the family which dwells in recollection. 
The photographs show Richard Pennifold the father (right) and 
Fred Pennifold his son. 	There was in addition a daughter 
Rosa. 	Father and son both had the intensity of gaze manifest 
in the father's photograph. 	The latter, I believe, was deeply 
committed to the Baptist cause and Nonconformity at large. 

FT 



There has lately appeared the one thousandth issue of the 
Moat Church magazine and therein the Rev0John Marsh notes 
'From Miss Pennifold and her recluse brother I received my 
lasting incentive to read great literature and I can never be 
thankful enough for that; and how much I and many others owe 
to Miss Pennifold who presided over our Bible class and left us 
free to do so much ourselves - providing music on stringed in-
struments - and making new friends who have lasted until to-
day. 

According to the issue of December 1907  money collected in 
connection with a sale of work included £2,1s from Miss Penni- 
fold for phrenology. 	There must be some still surviving who, 
like myself, once sat under her hands. 	Her 'recluse brother' 
lived alone on the second floor and this may have demanded pro- 
vision of the extra large dormer windows. 	He was a practising 
astrologer and I am among those whose horoscopes he cast. 	I 
recall even from boyhood his remark that I had 'a well-develop-
ed organ of self-esteem' and in the years between I have many 
times thanked him silently for the hint. 	This is not said in 
mockery. 	From only slight acquaintance there abides the mem- 
ory of two faintly enigmatic personalities, beingswho seemed 
to breathe another air. 

BRIGHTON JACK 

Who remembers him now? 	Citizen of Brighton. 	Fish hawk- 
er but willing to sell almost anything. 	Permanently hoarse 
and seldom shaven. 	His fish came on the train and went on his 
barrow to the street forthwith. 	People would go out from 
their houses with plates and receive fresh and shining herrings 
for what is now a negligible sum. 	He did not come every day 
nor regularly on selected ones. 

I have a suspicion that his name was Crowhurst but he was 
Brighton Jack to all and better known than many townsfolk. 
For this perhaps he ranks a brief memorial in these few words. 
It will not be long before he passes altogether from living 
memory.  

From Cranston Road I have heard and recognised his voice 
crying fish in the main street; but there was quiet in those 
days 

R0H .WOOD 

',., LUCIS ANTE TERMINUM 

One recalls the first gas-lighting in the Parish Church, 
Pillared brass coronas stood among the pews, each ringed with 
naked flames. 	All in all it was a subdued illumination; but, 
even so, when the preacher entered the pulpit and stood wait-
ing, somewhere a tap was thriftily turned and the flames sank 
low. 	A hushfell, 	For a moment or two the preacher looked 
down and then, in his clear measured tones, began to speak0 

before the ending of the light': 'Evensong': 'Vesp-
ers': name it as you will. The mere sound of those words re-
vives the memory of a twilit peace, 

R.H WOOD 

REMINISCENCES: The Editor is always glad to receive reminisc-
ences for eventual publication as circumstances permit, either 
in our Bulletins or in a second booklet. 	Equally welcome 
would be someone prepared to go and talk to the elderly and 
gather their memories, 



GEOFFREY WEBB, MASTER GLASS PAINTER 

A query in Bulletin 15 and a brief note in Bulletin 16 
showed how quickly we have forgotten a noted artist who spent 
most of his life in the town, Geoffrey Fuller Webb, 1879-195 4 . 
Now, by the kindness of our member Mrs Joan H,Webb, his widow, 
and of Mr R.H.Wood, a more adequate tribute can be paid. 

Geoffrey Webb was a nephew of the distinguished architect 
Sir Aston Webb, 	After Westminster Art School he worked with 
C.E.Kempe, the eminent stained glass artist who lived at Lind-
field and whose work is found throughout the country, including 
one window in our parish church. 	Then, after a short partner- 
ship with Herbert Bryans, he set up his own studio. 

In an obituary in the Journal of the British Society of 
Master Glass Painters, vol,11, no,L (1954_5), W,I0Croome speaks 
of Webb's 'fine sense of colour, his care and skill in the 
choice of his pot metal 	and the beautiful detail in his 
drawing' and above all his firm grasp of the principle that 
'the first function of a window is to admit light', so that he 
always used plenty of white glass, yet without loss of richness 
of colour in his designs. 	His skill and erudition brought him 
commissions to restore precious ancient glass while his earlier 
architectural training ensured that his work was always in 
harmony with its setting. 	He was a devout Roman Catholic who 
worked in both Roman and Anglican churches throughout Britain 
and in some places overseas. 

This is not the place to attempt a catalogue of Webb's 
work. 	It must suffice to remark that in East Grinstead we 
have windows of his in St Mary's and Feibridge churches, with 
others nearby at Lindfield, Cowfold and Oxted. 	They can be 
identified by his rebus, a spider's web with the initials G.W., 
usually in the bottom right hand corner. 

In addition to his glasswork, Webb was an artist-craftsman 
in other spheres, particularly church furniture, including de-
signing the north doors of our parish church, and some metal-
work, including the prizewinning Mayfield village sign and the 
grille in the gate to Sackville House in our High Street, which 
was his home. 	His workshop was in Messrs' Brookers' yard, off 
West Street. 

Geoffrey Webb not only lived and worked in East Grinstead, 
he also played an active part in the life of the town, partic-
ularly in the foundation some fifty years ago of the Civic 
League, among whose activities were the publication of a street 
directory in 1923 and the acquisition of the former Salvation 
Army hall in West Street for public purposes under the new name 
of the Civic Arts Hall (later used by the Red Cross). 	In app- 
reciation of the East Grinstead Society's being in some senees 
the League's successor, Mrs Webb has given it a most generous 
and encouraging donation of £100, which the committee has voted 
to apply to the redecoration of our room at East Court in re-
cognition of Geoffrey Webb's work for and in the town, 

A LOST NAME FINDS A HOME: The English Place Name Society in 
its Place Names of Sussex includes many lost names, known to us 
in ancient records but no longer in use and often with their 
location forgotten too. 	Among them is Iscombe, recorded in 
1 2 87, 1312 and 1327 in the tithing of Ashurst in East Grin- 
stead. 	When our members Dr and Mrs Awty wanted a name for 
their new home in Lingfield Road they decided they could not do 
better than rehabilitate a lost name and so they called it Is- 
combe House, 	 M.J.L. 



IVAN DONALD MARGARY, M.A., F. S .A. 

Mr Margary, this Society's President in its formative 
years, died on 18 February 1976. 	These are a few brief notes 
about him by one who knew him for more than 50 years. 

In all that time I never heard him lapse from courtesy, 
which is not to say that he left anything in doubt when ex-
pressing an opinion. 	If that opinion differed from the views 
of others it is sure proof of his natural kindness that he hurt 
nobody's feelings. 	Indeed the full extent of that kindness 
will not be known. 	He was meticulous in all that he undertook 
- and shrewd withal. 	It has been very properly said of him 
that 'he never missed a trick' 

From all quarters will come appreciation of his lifelong 
work for antiquarian studies. 	It was wide and varied and car- 
ried with it generous financial aid. 	It may perhaps be said 
to have centred chiefly upon the Sussex Archaeological Society 
and its affairs. 	Of all those affairs perhaps the most rec- 
ently prominent is the Roman Palace at Fishbourne, excavated by 
Professor Cunliffe and a project deeply indebted to Mr Margary 
for help of all kinds. 

There can be no doubt that the greatest single feature of 
his work was the study of Roman roads, 	I remember his first 
discovery of the London-Lewes way in 1929,  on which he later 
published a booklet. 	This was followed in 1948 by Roman Ways 
in the Weald, a model of what a reference book should be. 
O.G.S.Crawford said of it that it would become a classic and in 
it we find the foundation of Margary's intensely practical 
methods of research, identification, field work and recording. 
In giving the benefit of his experience not a word is wasted. 
The interspersal with the text of strip maps from the 6" O.S. 
bearing ad hoc notes is especially effective although, from 
mass of detail, it could not be used in his final two-volume 
Roman Roads in Britain, published in 1955  and  1957 	One must 
hold these books in one's hand to understand the measure of the 
undertaking: a comprehensive survey of all previous research 
and unremitting labour in the field to order it and add to it 
his own rich experience. 	He stands perhaps as the leading 
authority and one would like to think that his name may abide 
as have these fragments of Rome's Empire. 

R.H.W. 

EAST GRINSTEAD BOROUGH IN THE MIDDLE AGES (concluded from p,6) 

ent quality of the surviving 15th century building leaves no 
doubt that personal prosperity remained high, so that we have a 
clear indication that, from the mid-14th century at least, the 
borough was steadily becoming a less effective organisation. 

This rather meagre account, densely hedged about with ifs 
and buts, is as much as can be written at present. 	If some 
leisured person, able to read Latin and decipher court hand, 
could spend time on research, it is likely that much could be 
achieved. 	The evidence seems usually to be there, if only one 
had the time to search. 

THE PLAYFIELD AGAIN: 	Following the note in our last Bulletin 
the Committee decided to draw Mid Sussex's attention to car-
parking on the grass but against asking for name plates, which 
(it feared) would only create extra clutter. 	As a result the 
District Council has encroached a little more on the grass with 
more fencing and put up a large notice banning parking on 'this 
green'. 	We meant well, 

10 
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TOWARDS AN APPRECIATION OF ST SWITHUN'S CHURCH 

by M0J.Leppard 

Reviewing the new church guide in Bulletin 17,  Mr P.D.Wood 
observed: 'Our Church is obviously an impressive piece of ar-
chitecture but it is an uncomforting place and an appreciation 
of its virtues as a building might enable one to come to better 
terms with it' 	What follows is an attempt towards such an 
appreciation.  

When the old church was destroyed in 1785 the principal 
services, here as elsewhere, had for about a century been Morn-
ing and Evening Prayer, on Sunday mornings and afternoons (to 
make maximum use of natural light), with the Holy Communion 
celebrated not more than once a month, more likely once a quar-
ter. 	A building was required, therefore, best suited to hear- 
ing the words of the service, particularly the sermon, and so 
churches built at the time were single rooms, often with gall-
eries, and with a large centrally-placed pulpit tending to 
overshadow the small and entirely functional holy table. 	(A 
fine example, with original furnishings, is St John's, Chich-
ester, of 1813 , ) 

But by the time St Swithun's needed rebuilding Gothick was 
the fashionable style of architecture and the task was entrust-
ed to its leading exponent, James Wyatt, President of the Royal 
Academy. 	This Gothick was neither a continuation nor a reviv- 
al of mediaeval gothic architecture but a romantic and fanciful 
application of the appearance of various gothic details to 
buildings whose plan and construction still followed the class-
ical forms in favour for over a hundred years. 	An early ex- 
ample of domestic Gothick near here is Wyatt's Sheffield Park, 
1779, 	Barry's St Peter's, Brighton (1824_8) and Burton's Holy 
Trinity, Tunbridge Wells (1829) are well-known Gothick churches 
nearby. 

In the circumstances Wyatt came nearer to mediaeval forms 
at East Grinstead than do most such churches, notably in provi-
ding a vestigial structural chancel (the present sanctuary) and 
retaining the shape of the old (late mediaeval) pillars, but 
with a lack of any ornament, either structural or applied. As 
in most churches of the time, the walls were plastered intern-
ally and almost all the floor space given over to pews built 
for and owned by parishioners, with some benches for the poor. 
The western gallery served for singers, barrel organ and per-
haps instrumentalists. 	As in most contemporary churches, tall 
windows with plain leaded lights provided good light, aided by 
Wyatt's idiosyncratic circular clerestory windows. 

T.W.Horsfield in his Sussex (1835)  praised the church as a 
'spacious and handsome edifice, in a pure style of gothic arch-
itecture', but by then students of mediaeval churchbuilding 
were rediscovering the principles of the original gothic and 
promoting it as 'the only christian architecture'. 	Superfic- 
ial imitation gave place to re-creation of mediaeval ground 
plans and structures in new churches and 'restoration' of old 
ones by the 'correction' of post-Reformation alterations. 	In 
parallel with this movement, partly stimulated by and partly 
giving stimulus to it, was the recovery of earlier liturgical 
practices, particularly renewed emphasis on the centrality of 
Holy Communion, 	One of the leaders of these reforms was the 
Rev,J.M.Neale, who at Sackville College was able to give them 
expression in the re-ordering of the chapel. 

Thus it is not surprising that when, in 1868, J.H.Stenning 
made the first attempt to write any sort of coherent history of 
East Grinstead he should say of St Swithun's (Sussex Archaeolo-
gical Collections, vol,20, p,149) 'This church had the misfor-
tune to be built when ecclesiastical architecture was at its 
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lowest point'. 	Two years later M.A.Lower in his Compendious 
History of Sussex states (vol.1, p.149) as beyond question 'Ar-
chitectural description in this case cannot be expected'. 	And 
so when, in the next year, the Rev.D.Y.Blakiston, with his art-
ist's training, became Vicar of East Grinstead, the time was 
ripe (despite some local opposition) for the parish church to 
be restored. 

Obediently to the new ecciesiological principles, he and 
his architect J.M.Hooker constructed a ritual chancel by appro-
priating one bay of the nave for the new surpliced choir and 
replaced the pews by uniform benches. 	They removed the plast- 
er from the walls, a procedure which in many ancient churches 
had revealed fine stonework and even traces of walipainting but 
here only uncovered a hard, rough surface intended for the 
plasterer. 	(The attempts, 80 years later, to repaint some of 
it a staring white only emphasise this blunder instead of 
achieving the intended reproduction of mediaeval whitewashing.) 
A more modest pulpit was soon acquired, pictorial glass began 
to fill the windows, and hangings and fittings introduced col-
our and the accoutrements of more ceremonious public worship. 
In the succeeding century the process has continued, notably in 
the creation of two side chapels and the insertion of lancet 
windows to light them. 

Today an 18th century Gothick church adapted to Victorian 
ecclesiological ideas may not accord very well with contempor-
ary liturgical theory and practice but it serves its purpose 
well enough and we may say Amen to S.E.Winbolt's pronouncement 
in 1939  in his Penguin Guide to Kent, Sussex and Surrey: 'I 
think Sussex will be proud of it two centuries hence' 

PLANNING DECISIONS 

The Department of the Environment has recently sent a cir-
cular (9/76) to all planning authorities recommending that, 
inter alia: 

1. Decisions should be made more quickly and deferments beyond 
the two month period should be the exception and not, as now, 
the rule. 

2. To assist in the speeding up, more decisions should be left 
to officers and fewer debated by committees. 

3. In general, applications should be approved unless good rea-
son can be shown for refusal: that is, it should be for the 
authority to show why consent should not be given, rather than 
for the applicant to show why it should. 

In many ways such changes will be welcome: the machinery 
has come to a standstill and needs much lubrication. 	However, 
it will entail increased watchfulness and quick action on the 
part of amenity societies if participation is not to become a 
discredited concept. 

P.D.W. 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

OLD ENGINE OIL: Motorists who change their own engine oil can 
now help the County Council with its heating bills. 	Its own 
old engine oil is already used for heating its depots and work- 
shops. 	Tanks and drums for collection from the public have 
been provided at various points, including High Grove, East 
Grinstead. 

SEATS: In Bulletin 15 we suggested the provision of a seat in 
the Vicarage Car Park. 	Another seems to be needed at the 
Railway Station for those waiting for buses or taxis. 



LEATHER WORKING IN EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

From as far back as we have any records at all of local 
agriculture right up to the mid-19th century, stock-rearing has 
been the main occupation of local farmers. 	It is not surpris- 
ing therefore that the various trades associated with the hides 
of cattle should have been prominent in the town throughout al- 
most the whole of its history. 	So important was leather to 
the town's economy that the Borough courts appointed sealers 
and searchers of leather in the period 163717 149 and many of 
the leading citizens were prominent in the related crafts. 

As early as 1287 Adam le Vexe, tanner, appears in the Hun-
dred Court Rolls in Imberhorne tithing and we hear of another 
tanner in the mid-15th century. 	Then there are regular refer- 
ences to various documents from the mid-16th century to the mid 
19th to tanners (about 11 in all) and curriers, who dressed the 
leather after it had been tanned (about 17). 	The 1564 survey 
of the borough records a currying house in Middle Row. 	It 
continued in use for at least 80 years. 	Tanyards are known to 
have existed at Surreys Farm (where the field names Tannehowse 
Mead and Tannershyll persisted from 1579-80  to at least 1841), 
in the angle of Hermitage Lane and Harwoods Lane (18141, with 
associated field names from 1677),  off Lewes Road near Brock-
hurst (name recorded 1765-18 141), at Ashurst Wood near the rocks 
(Mills family 1823-71) and at Stone Farm (Old Tan Yard 18 141). 

We hear of nearly a score of saddlers, collar-makers and 
harness-makers from 1618 onwards and 13 glovers from 15149,  four 
of whom are also described as leather breeches makers and three 
as felimongers. 	In 1697-8  Tobie Showen sold a pair of double 
sewed ramskin gloves for 2/6d. 	The extent of the trade can be 
partly gauged from the fact that between 171 14 and 1721  Francis 
Hamlyn took four apprentices and Edward Haselden took one in 
1722 and another in 1731 

But by far the most numerous category was the shoemakers 
or cordwainers. 	From 1588 to 1885 we have the names of some 
70 of them and there must have been far more of whom no record 
has so far been traced. 	In 1839  Pigot's Directory lists as 
many as 15,  when the population of the parish was about 3500. 
The first of them, so styled in the parish register in 1588, is 
Thomas Wright. 	In 1577  one of that name had been fined for 
feeding pigs in the street, which suggests he provided his own 
raw material. 	In 1683 John Bodle junior, shoemaker, ran away, 
leaving unemployed and with his apprenticeship unexpired Will- 
iam Thomas, a poor child of the parish. 	While such informat- 
ion as this helps bring the names to life, we can get some idea 
of the extent of the trade from the facts that in 1712  three 
shoemakers took apprentices for 7 years, in 1720 two others did 
the like, and between 1730  and 17140 John Belchamber took three 
apprentices. 	Among them were boys from Newick, Hartfield, 
Godstone and Edenbridge. 	In 1778  George Dumoy, labourer, was 
charged with entering the houe of William Camfield and steal- 
ing 20 pair of leather shoes valued at £5.8s. 	From 1777  to 
the end of the next century members of the Payne family appear 
as shoemakers in bewildering profusion, including one woman, 
Mary, who took an apprentice in 18214. 

One corner of the town seems to have had a long connection 
with this work. 	In 1650 the manor of Rowses, the area bounded 

by Church Lane, High Street and College Lane, was leased to 
Abraham Bartholomew, shoemaker. 	Others of his name pursued 
the same trade till 1712 (though we don't know where) and then 
in 1721 Thomas Bodle, cordwainer, appears as a party to a con-
veyance of cottages in Church Lane, one of them formerly his 
father's (though he was a hatter). 	In 1777  they were released 
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to John Payne, cordwainer, and then we have a succession of 
shoemaking Paynes in different buildings in Church Lane until 
1872 -3 when Frederick Fortune Payne, bootmaker, occupied the 
corner shop. 	Many will remember that it was still a leather 
goods shop until only a few years ago. 	The block of which it 
forms part had apparently been built about 1855 by George 
Felton, a currier. 	When the Sisterhood of St Margaret moved 
into it in 1858  a long shed formerly used for drying skins be-
came the oratory. 

This article has been compiled to accompany the temporary 
exhibition on the subject in our cabinet at East Court in May 
and June. 	Such a variety of sources has been drawn upon that 
full reference to them all cannot be given without taking up 
nearly as much space as the text, but perhaps this outline may 
stimulate the discovery of related material and the eventual 
publication of a more detailed study of some of it. 

LOCAL HISTORY NOTES AND NEWS 

LOCAL WATCHMAKERS: SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION (See Bulletins 
10, pp.8f., ll p.14, 13,  p.l-i-): Mr E.G.Ward of Petts Wood re-
ports that he has a long-case clock by Nicholas Bodle of 'East 
Grinsted', 6' 6" high. 	The front is of Chinese lacquer Orien- 
tal Fable design and the square hood top with side windows 
slides forward. 	It is a seven day clock with two weights on 
catgut cords. 	The 12" x 12" brass face is similar to one cre- 
dited to William Osborne of London, 1705, which appears as 
plate 59 in H.A.Lloyd, Chats on Old Clocks. 	There is a broad 
chapter ring, the hour numerals are elongated, winding squares 
ringed of the period 1660-1735,  date apertures decorated and 
second hand face circled. 	The four spandrels each have two 
cherubs supporting a crown surmounted by a cross, the same de-
sign as on the door furniture at Hampton Court Palace. 

THE GARDEN HILL ROMAN SITE: Work continues on this interesting 
site which the Society visited in August 1973. 	Last year, as 
the director's fourth interim report describes, the excavators 
exposed a large timber building and an iron forging hearth, so 
far undated but possibly mid-lst century. 	This August further 
investigation into the industrial aspects of the site will be 
undertaken. 	Contributions to the excavation fund will be wel- 
comed and should be sent to Barclays Bank, The Pantiles, Tim- 
bridge Wells, account no.10647551 . 	 P.D.W. 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (cont'd 

vol.31 	PP-11,17 Test and Penal Statutes, 1688 
pp.95-121 M.P.s, 1369_1421 
P-17 1  C17 M.P.s and Committee of Plundered Mini-
sters 
pp.176,198-200  Ric.Goffe, Curate of E.G., 164O, 
Vicar, -1643 
pp.188-91 Ric.Teynton, Curate of E.G., 1613-15 

vol.32 (1882) pp.2-1f. Ironworks, 1667 
pp.128,134-8 Early wills at Lewes 
pp.14l-165 M.P.s, 1422 -1558 
pp.224,226-8 Nobility and gentry, 1673 
p.240 Death of G.Postlethwaite, 1880-81 

vol.33(1883) pp.69-100  M.P.s, 1559-1681 
pp.161f. Michael Birkhead, 1605 (at E.G.1600) 
p.217 Admissions to benefices, 165 4 -9 
p.266 Mediaeval clergy (? not E.G.) 
p.269 Malignant priests, 1643 
pp.272f. Taverns, 1636 

itt 



A.G.LOUGH. JOHN MASON NEALE - PRIEST EXTRAORDINARY 

A Review by the Rev.H.W.Dawes 

The Catholic Revival within the Church of England in the 
19th century ranks, along with Methodism in the 18th, as one of 
the two great spiritual movements in its post-Reformation hist- 
ory. 	Like Methodism it earned the censure of most of the est- 
ablishment and many sought the ejection of its leaders. 	Under 
the pressure of attack and judicial judgements against them 
several did indeed secede to the Church of Rome and at times it 
seemed that all would collapse. 	But the determination of 
others to maintain the catholicity of the Church of England saw 
the movement through to more settled times. 	Today catholics 
have an accepted place in the Anglican spectrum and the influ-
ence of the revival has been felt more generally throughout the 
whole church, most noticeably in the renewed emphasis on eucha-
ristic worship. 

John Mason Neale (1818-66), who for 20 years was Warden of 
Sackville College in East Grinstead, was a leading figure in 
the revival. 	Brought up in the evangelical tradition, it was 
as an undergraduate at Cambridge that he discovered the cathol- 
ic heritage. 	His journal indicates that he knew the writings 
of the Oxford Tractarians which really began the revival but a 
more formative influence appears to have been his interest in 
ecclesiastical architecture. 	At Cambridge he founded what was 
to become the Ecclesiological Society, which exerted a powerful 
influence on the design of Victorian churches. 	From the arch- 
itectural setting it was but a short step to concern for the 
style of the worship itself, and liturgy and 'ecclesiology' were 
to be the principal concerns of Neale's career. 

At East Grinstead, in a post thought compatible with his 
always indifferent health, he strove to put his ideas into 
practice, restoring the daily worship laid down in the College 
statutes and refurbishing the chapel in the style which it re-
tains today. 	Because of this he quickly came under attack. 
For 16 years he was inhibited from the exercise of clerical 
functions in the diocese of Chichester and was frequently the 
victim of the Brighton Protestant Association, the more so 
after the founding of the East Grinstead Sisterhood, the Soci- 
ety of St Margaret, in 1854. 	Yet he remained unswervingly 
loyal to the Church of England, trenchantly defending its cath-
olicity in his literary output and providing reassurance for 
those tempted to secede. 

All this Dr Lough carefully catalogues, making much use of 
local records. 	His book reads well and affords a lively narr- 
ative. 	Where it perhaps fails is in critical assessment. 	Dr 
Lough's earlier The Influence of John Mason Neale (1962) showed 
his deep respect for his aubject and he has not wholly escaped 
the hagiographical tone of Eleanor Towle's earlier Memoir 
(1906). 	He praises Neale, in contrast with the Tractarians, 
for his breadth of vision and farsightedness; 	his anticipation 
of most later liturgical developments within Anglo-Catholicism 
(vestments, incense, reservation of the sacrament and benedict-
ion); his Christian Socialism, shown in the Sisterhoods con-
cern for the poor; his vision of a catholicism which embraced 
the Eastern Church and was not confined to Rome. 	There is, of 
course, much truth in this. 	Neale's influence is certainly to 
be felt today and is not restricted to our singing his hymns. 
Yet he was a man of his times and needs to be seen as such. 

It is not to disparage Neale's own scholarship to say that 
he represents, in contrast to the Tractarians, the more popular 
side of the Catholic Revival, which was to become increasingly 
important. In this he reflects that romanticism which is a 
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significant feature of the Victorian scene. 	He was drawn, as 
many have been since, by the beauty of catholic worship and saw 
in the sisterhood, in particular, an opportunity to recreate 
it. 	If he can be called a socialist it was more in the roman- 
tic tradition of William Morris than that of the later slum 
priests. 	At Sackville College, which he delighted in presid- 
ing at the residents' dinners on Sundays and Saints' days, and 
in the sisters' work among the poor, he recreated a model of 
the simple beauty of a past society not unlike that of the Pre- 
Raphaelite Brotherhood. 	He resembled them, too, in his fiery, 
youthful enthusiasm. 	Dr Lough underestimates the extent to 
which Neale took delight in teasing his opponents, though it 
shows through in his accounts both of the refurbishing of Sack-
ville College Chapel and of the Lewes Riots in 1857. 

But these are all minor failings. 	This is a book which 
will both serve the scholars and also delight and inform the 
general reader, not least residents of the town where Neale did 
much of his work. 	The exigencies of private publishing make 
the book's appearance rather dull - one imagines Neale would 
have disapproved - but the content can be warmly recommended. 

(NOTE: Copies of the book can be bought at the Corner House 
Restaurant for £2.20.) 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Recent accessions likely to interest members include 

301 .36 
388,22 
609. 
63/4.95 
693.21 
7l1./4 
7/49.52 

Platt C. 
Mountfield D. 
Cossons C. 
Bridgeman P.H. 
Woodforde J. 
Whynne Hammond C. 
West T. 

The English Mediaeval Town 
The Coaching Age 
BP Book of Industrial Archaeology 
Tree Surgery 
Bricks to Build a House with 
Towns (a short history) 
The Fireplace in the Home 

R.H.A. 

SUSSEX HISTORY is a new biannual publication by the Sussex Rur-
al Community Council's Local History Committee containing use-
ful details of the programmes of kindred societies and some 
general articles on aspects of local history in the county. 
From 212 High Street, Lewes, 25 n.p. + postage. 	We were again 
represented at the Committee's Conference this year and had a 
stand. 	 M.J.L. 

THE GOODS SHED: The survey and record by the Sussex Industrial 
Archaeology Society, mentioned in Bulletin 18, has now taken 
place and one copy will be deposited with our Society. 	A note 
about it, with two photographs, appears in the current number 
of the S .I.A.S. 's revived journal, Sussex Industrial History, 
obtainable at E1.40 from the Secretary, A.J.Haslefoot, Albion 
House, Cobourg Place, Hastings. 	Membership, including the 
journal and quarterly Newsletter, is £2. 	The Society is doing 
useful restoration work in several parts of the county and 
sponsoring the proposed Southern Industrial History Centre at 
Amberley. 	 P.D.W. 

FOREST ROW GUIDE BOOKS: The following addition can be made to 
the list published in Bulletin 15, p.9: 

c,1950 Forest Row and Ashdown Forest Official Guide, 5th ed. 
(jw FS 1121 JBA) 	 (private) 

(The Editor is always glad to hear of additions to all such 
lists published in the Bulletin, for the sake of completeness.) 



17 

STREET NAME BANK 

Taking up a suggestion in our last Bulletin, the Committee 
requested Mr P.D.Wood to produce a preliminary name bank to be 
sent to the Town Council for reference when new roads come up 
for naming. 	All the names have been chosen from people or 
places in the town's history, the topographical ones limited to 
areas where development is likely to take place soon. 	The 
names submitted are listed below, with explanatory notes as 
also sent jfl, 

CRAMP 	Thomas Cramp (1810-91),  local worthy, temperance 
worker and benefactor. 

LUCAS 	Edward Lucas, Assistant Warden Sackville College 
16 11567, 	Spent much of life and personal fortune 
alleviating distress and preserving College. 

PAYNE 	Oldest recorded family name in town, c.1260-pre- 
sent. 	Powerful, with numerous benefactions,C17/ 
C18. 

MASON NEALE J.M.Neale, ecclesiastical scholar of international 
reputation, Warden Sackville College 1846_66, 
Founder of Sisterhood of St Margaret. 

HILLS 	W.H.Hills (1863-193 2 ), Observer editor, councillor 
(four times Chairman), local historian. 

STENNING 	Family of landowners, timber merchants, council- 
lors and local historians. 

HASTIE 	Family of landowners, solicitors, builders of 
Placelands Water Works. 

WAGG 	 Alfred Wagg (c.1875-1968), owner of Hermitage, 
benefactor to town and youth organisations. 

ROWSES 	C16/C17 manor, Church Lane/Sackville College area. 

FRIDAY MEAD Ancient town field at S. entrance to Estcots Est-
ate. 

WEST LEIGH Ancient (pre-C16) Common in Garden House Lane area 
(Ship Street/Harwoods Lane). 

TANYARD, TANNERS MEAD, WELLMEAD, WASHWELL, WELLINGS MEAD 
Ancient field names between Hermitage Lane and 
Herontye House. 

PIGGOTS 	Ancient (C17/C18)  field name N.E. part of Herontye 
Estate where houses newly erected. 

KATHERINES C16 field names of land adjoining Kingsley St 
or RIDDENS Michael School. 

BENCHFIELDS C18/C19 field name for Woodbury Close area. 

SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 

TREES: Following Mr Wood's much praised article in Bulletin 18 
and its reprinting in the Courier, a Tree Survey Sub-Committee 
has been set up, consisting of Mr P.D,Wood (convenor), Mrs K. 
Ingwersen, Mrs T.Vallance, Miss R.M.Willatts and Mr D.G.Joyce. 
We have offered to plant a plane tree in front of Sackville 
College as companion, and ultimately successor, to the one 
already there. 

THE STREET FURNITURE SUB-COMMITTEE is making a detailed survey 
of the whole town centre, including possible extensions of the 
Conservation Area and additions to the listed buildings. 	At 
its suggestion the Society has already asked that lamp-posts 
may be coloured. 



COVER PICTURE 

Our cover picture is a recent photograph taken from 
the mouth of the tunnel under College Lane, looking westwards,, 
This great cutting, about 60' deep, is part of the old Tunbridge 
Wells railway line and was excavated in 1864-5 entirely by pick 
and shovel, aided only by gunpowder, A contemporary newspaper 
cutting records that the gunpowder was stored in a wooden shed 
near the school buildings, without guard or any other precaution. 

When the Inner Relief Road is built the cutting will 
be partly filled and the carriageway laid at about two thirds of 
the present depth.. 
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The photograph above was recently taken from the top of 
the new multi-storey car park off Station Road, The line of the 
old Three Bridges - Tunbridge Wells railway, soon to carry the 
Inner Relief Road, is clearly seen on the left of the picture, 
passing under the London Road bridge and curving away out of 
sight alongside Sandy Lane, In the centre is the little stone 
Station House of 1 855, the original terminus of the first line 
from Three Bridges, with the remains of the old platform 
visible in front of it.. 	Just to its left is the goods shed of 
1866, soon to be demolished in spite of our efforts to save it 
for use as a drama workshop. The second station of 1866, 
illustrated in one of the Society's postcards, was just this 
side of the bridge at left centre, Vestiges of the platform 
remain but the station building bridging the line went in 
1908. 

Most of this railway history will have vanished under 
the new road works within a few months, 

MEMBERSHIP: Current membership 
overlook the payment of annual 
yours with the Treasurer if in 
the bulk of our income.. 
NEXT BULLETIN (September) All 
at Sackville School by 23 July 

P.D.W. 
is about 312,, It is easy to 
subscriptions, so please check 
any doubt, We rely on them for 

contributions to Mr, M.J. Leppard 
please.. 


